86              CONSEQUENCES  OF THIS  AFFAIR,

spirit that they crossed the river in numbers,
sufficient to make a post of Hessians fall back to
Prince Town,, and even then to cause such an
alarm as led the commanding officer to request a
reinforcement.   This was not complied with for
some days,, but then a part of the army was sent,
the   grenadiers,, with   the   second   battalion of
Guards.  Yon would have felt too much to be able
to express your feelings, on seeing with what a
warmth of friendship our children,, as we call the
light infantry, welcomed us, one and all crying
*Let them come!9    *Lead us  to them, we are
sure of being supported.'   It gave me a pleasure
too fine to attempt expressing, and if you see a
stain on the paper, pray place the drops to the
right motive,, for the tears  flowed even at. the
thought, so that I could not stop them-   Thin
reverse has given the Americans  great  spirit*;,
which I am convinced they never would haves had
if the Hessians had not been surprised,, but fought
as I have seen them*   Washington, to do him
justice,,   has taken advantage of  the moment,
crossing the Delaware., and  beating three regi-
ments that lay in his way.   This has elated them
so much-, and occasioned such a change of quar-
ters in our army, as to render the prospect of
passing the winter in ease and luxury totally dark,
The country which was entirely our own being* now
divided between us; and every thing* which was
then to be got for money and at very moderate